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THE  FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THB 

UNITED  FOREIGN  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY, 

Presented  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  held  in  the  City  of  J>Pew^York  on. 
>.  Wednesday,  May  1 5,  1 8 1 8. 

The  United  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  originated  in  an  orer* 
iure  made  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,* 
to  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  and 
the  Synod  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  in  the  year 
M816,  on  the  subject  of  Missions  to  the  Heathen. 

In  consequence  of  that  overture,  a  Committee  was  appointed  by 
I  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  st  their  an- 
|  Bual  meeting  in  June,  to  confer  with  a  like  committee  which  had 
'  been  previously  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly ;  and  their 
I  first  meeting  was  held  in  the  city  of  New-York,  in  the  month  of 
J  October.*  At  that  interview*,  the  outlines  of  a  Constitution  for  a 
„l  Society,  to  embrace  the  Presbyterian,  the  Reformed  Dutch,  and 
^  the  Associate  Reformed  Churches,  was  proposed  and  considered, 
p  Committees,  composed  of  members  of  the  Presbyterian  and 
Dutch  Reformed  Churches,  were  appointed  to  confer  with  a  simi- 
I  lar  committee,  if  such  an  one  should  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
I  the  Associate  Reformed  Synod  at  their  annual  sessions  in  the 
i  month  of  May  following.  That  Synod  having  accordingly  ap- 
I  pointed  a  corresponding  committee,  a  fraternal  meeting  of  the 
I  three  committees  was  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the 
I  month  of  May,  1817. 

’  In  that  Convention,  the  Constitution  was  again  considered,  and, 
having  been  approved,  was  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  the  high¬ 
est  Judicatories  of  the  thfee  denominations,  for  their  sanction  and 
patronage. 

These  Judicatories,  having  severally  approved  the  Constitution, 

'  appointed  a  committee  from  each,  to  meet  in  the  city  of  New- 
York  on  the  28th  of  July,  1817,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the 
proposed  institution. 

In  a  large  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  friends  of  missions, 
convened  by  public  notice,  in  the  city  of  New-York,  at  the  time 
aforesaid,  the  United  Foreign  Missionary  Society  was  regularly 
organized,  and  went  into  immediate  operation. 

*  The  Associate  Reforroed  Synod  could  not  act  in  that  year  on  the  overture 
of  the  General  Asieoibly,  beaaure  the  meetings  of  the  two  bodies  were  nearly 
iioiultaneouf. 
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One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  Board  of  Managers  was,  to  direct 
their  Secretary  to  open  a  correspondence  with  the  London  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society,  the  Baptist  Missionary  Society,  the  Methodist 
Missionary  Society,  the  Church  Missionary  Society,  and  the  Edin¬ 
burgh  Missionary  Society,  in  Great  Britain  ;  the  Netherlands  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society,  in  Holland  ;  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church ;  the  American  Board  of 
Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions  ;  the  Committee  of  Missions 
of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church ;  and  the 
Baptist  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  in  the  United  States;  the  Soci¬ 
ety  of  United  Brethren,  in  Europe  and  America  ;  and  such  others 
as  he  might  deem  proper.  This  order  has  been  complied  with, 
and  extended  also  to  the  Connecticut  Missionary  Society,  and  to 
the  Society  for  propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  Indians  in  North 
America,  instituted  at  Boston  in  the  year  1787. 

Two  thousand  copies  of  the  Constitution,  connected  with  an 
address  to  the  public,  have  been  circulated  as  extensively  as  pos¬ 
sible  among  the  Ministers  of  the  three  denominations. 

This  Address,  after  congratulating  the  Church  on  the  formation 
of  such  an  Institution,  proceeds  to  point  out  its  unutterable  impor¬ 
tance.  Its  arguments  are  drawn  from  the  state  of  the  heathen  and 
antichristian  parts  of  our  world — from  the  commandment  of  Christ, 
and  from  the  pleadings  of  Christian  compassion. 

It  appeals  to  the  understandings  and  hearts  of  those  to  whom  it 
is  addressed,  and  attempts  to  awaken  the  public  mind  out  of  that 
deep  sleep,  that  torpor  of  feeling,  that  unaccountable — not  to  say 
criminal — apathy  on  this  subject,  which  has  hitherto  so  generally 
prevailed. 

A  printed  circular,  soliciting  pecuniary  aid,  has  also  been  for- 
w^arded  to  many  Presbyteries  and  Classes  connected  with  the 
Institution,  and  will,  as  speedily  as  possible,  be  transmitted  to 
them  all. 

The  Board  of  Managers,  through  their  Standing  Committee  of 
Missions,  have  appointed  agents  to  itinerate  in  various  parts  of  the 
United  States.  These  agents  are  authorized  to  solicit  donations, 
and  to  form  Auxiliary  Societies.  They  have  appointed  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Alexander  Proudfit,  of  Salem,  Washington  county,  in  the  State 
of  New-York,  to  itinerate  in  the  northern  and  western  parts  of  that 
State;  the  Rev.  John  H.  Rice,  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  to  itine¬ 
rate  in  the  south  and  west  of  Virginia  ;  the  Rev.  Stephen  N.  Row¬ 
an,  to  visit  the  States  of  North  and  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia; 
and  the  Rev.  Elisha  P.  Swift,  to  itinerate  in  any  part  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States.' 

These  gentlemen  have  accepted  their  appointments,  and  arc 
either  preparing  for,  or  have  already  entered  upon  their  respective 
agencies. 

A  communication,  under  date  of  the  20th  of  February  last,  has 
been  received  from  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  New-York  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society,  stating  that  a  Committee  had  been  appointed  by 
them  to  confer  with  a  like  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
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I  of  the  United  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  on  the  subject  of  trahs- 
I  ferring  to  this  Board  all  the  concerns  of  that  Society^  on  certain  con- 
I  ditions,  and  proposing,  if  these  terms  should  be  accepted,  to  re- 
■  commend  this  measure  to  the  New-York  Missionary  Society, 

I  their  next  Annual  Meeting. 

I  A  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Board  having  been  appointed, 
P  and  having  conferred  with  the  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Direc* 
N  tors  aforesaid,  brought  in  the  following  report :  namely — 

\j  “  That  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  New-York  Missionary  So- 
ciety,  on  the  ground  of  the  similarity  of  objects  of  the  two  Insti- 
j  tutions,  and  fur  other  reasons,  are  willing  to  transfer  to  the  United 
^  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  their  books  and  papers,  thejr  mission¬ 
ary  stations,  their  Missionary  and  Teacher,  and  all  their  funds,  on 
the  following  conditions:  namely — 

I.  That  this  Society,  in  the  event  of  said  transfer,  ^hall  keep  the 
covenant  existing  between  the  New-York  Missionary  Society  and 
the  Tuscarora  nation  of  Indians. 

II.  That  they  pay  the  salaries  of  their  present  Missionary  and 
Teacher,  conformably  to  existing  stipulations,  as  long  as  they  shall 
continue  at  their  present  stations.” 

These  conditions,  in  behalf  of  the  United  Foreign  Missionary 
Society,  were  accepted  by  the  Board,  provided  the  New-York 
Missionary  Society  should  agree  to  the  transfer  proposed  by  their 
Directors. 

A  letter,  dated  April  25,  has  since  been  received  from  the  Se¬ 
cretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors  aforesaid,  stating  that  their  pro¬ 
posals  had  been  laid  before  their  Society,  on  the  7th  inst.  and  that 
in  conseqtience  of  some  difficulties  in  relation  to  their  covenant 
with  the  Tuscaroras,  the  subject  was  postponed  until  a  future  meet¬ 
ing,  to  be  called  at  the  discretion  of  the  Directors. 

As  the  power  of  this  Society  to  act  upon  a  large  scale  in  the  mis¬ 
sionary  cause,  will  very  much  depend  on  the  number  and  efficien¬ 
cy  of  auxiliary  Institutions,  the  Board  of  Managers  have  caused  to 
be  drafted  the  Plan  of  an  Auxiliary  Society^  which  will  be  publish¬ 
ed  with  this  Report,  and  which  they  earnestly  recommend  to  be 
adopted  by  all  those  who  may  hereafter  co-operate  with  us  in  mis¬ 
sionary  labor. 

The  following  alteratibns  in  the  Constitution  have  been  propos¬ 
ed  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  which,  if  approved  by  the  Society, 
will  be  laid  before  the  highest  Judicatories  of  our  Churches,  and 
if  acceded  to  by  them,  will  be  adopted :  namely — 

I.  That  the  third  article  be  so  altered  as  to  make  the  whole 
number  of  Managers  eighteen,  instead  of  twelve,  exclusive  of  the 
officers. 

U.  That  to  the  fifth  article  be  added  the  following  clause,  viz. 
And  any  parson  presenting  to  ^e  Society  a  donation  of  not  less 
than  $106,  sh^kl  be  a  Director  for  life,  and  entitled  to  a  seat  and 
vote  in  the  Board  of  Managers.” 

III.  That  an  article  be  added  after  the  fifth  of  the  original  in¬ 
strument,  to  read  thus :  The  President,  Treasurer^  and  Secretary 
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of  Societies  auxiliary  to  this,  shall  be  ex-officio  members  of  the  ctup 
Board  of  Managers.  jutfici 

A  letter  has  been  addressed  by  the  Committee  of  Missions  to  ;anno 
Governor  Edwards,  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  to  obtain  information  egret 
from  him  on  Indian  affairs,  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  a  Th' 
mission  in  that  country ;  to  that  letter  no  answer  has  yet  come  tcBefor< 
hand.  A  letter  has  been  received  from  the  Kev.  Gideon  Black.Sl  ses 
burn,  of  Tennessee,  stating  that  he  had  been  engaged  in  collectiognem 
information  respecting  the  Indian  nations,  from  Lake  Michigan  toli  Th 
the  heads  of  lied  River,  and  that  the  number  of  souls  is  computed  md,  h; 
to  be  194,087. 

r  Some  pains  have  been  taken  to  call  our  youth,  and  especially^  Fn 
those  who  are  in  the  schools  of  the  prophets,  to  the  honors  an^j  j|iis  ^ 
dangers  of  the  missionary  life,  •  ^  in 

-  The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Missions  has  been  request  Fr 
ed  to  send  to  the  Theological  Seminaries  of  Princeton,  New  noce! 
Brunswick,  and  New-York,  as  many  copies  of  the  Address  of  thyiie  t 
Board  of  Managers  as  he  should  see  fit,  accompanied  with  a  lettc  '  fiona 
affectionately  soliciting  the  students  in  those  seminaries  to  institute  |ig  tl 
the  solemn  inquiry,  whether  it  is  not  the  duty  of  some  of  them  tc  fhat 
engage  in  missionary  efforts  under  the  direction  of  the  Foreign  ^rep 
Missionary  Society.  He  has  also  been  requested  to  prepare  foi  P 
publication  a  short  tract  on  the  subject  of  Missions,  addressed  gen*.attei 
crally  to  the  pious  youth  of  our  country.  sect 

The  Board  of  managers  acknowledge  with  pleasure  the  receipt 
of  several  printed  copies  of  the  last  annual  reports  of  the  New-  the 
York  Missionary  Society,  the  Young  Men’s  Missionary  Society,,  mer 
and  the  Evangelical  Missionary  Society  of  Young  Men,  all  of  the  4lelc 
city  of  New-York.  ^an( 

Information  has  been’ received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  North-  Hvitl 


ern  Missionary  Society  in  the  state  of  New-York,  announcing  A 
that  it  h;^  become  an  auxiliary  to  this  Institution.  An  official  let-  ed 
ter  has  also  been  received  from  Miss  Catharine  Weller,  of  Kings-  our 
ton,  in  the  state  of  New-York,  announcing  the  formation  of  a  Fe-  iist 
male  Society,  auxiliary  to  this,  and  enclosing  a  donation  of  sixty-  ed 
six  dollars.  '  ral 

A  letter  has  been  received  containing  sundry  resolutions  of  .the  to 
Associate  Reformed  Presbytery  of  Saratoga,  in  the  slate  of  New-  fin 
York,  expressive  of  their  high  approbation  of  this  Society,  and  lei 
giving  an  account  of  measures  taken  by  them  to  promote  its  inter-  G( 


ests.  A  letter  has  also  been  received  from  the  Board  of  Direct-  ac 

ors  of  the  Young  Men’s  Missionary  Society  in  the  city  of  New-^  th 

York,  enclosing  a  donation  of  one  hundred  dollars.  Another  let-  th 

ter  has  been  received  from  a  Committee  of  the  Young  Ladies  of  oi 

Chartiers  congregation,  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  enclos-  tli 
ing  the  sum  of  thirty-one  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  constituting  in 
their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Dr,  John  M^Millin,  a  member  of  this  Socie-  tc 
ty  for  life. 

The  Board  of  Managers  will  not  conceal  from  t^cir  brethren,  n 
that  a  delay  has  taken  place  in  many  Presbyteries'  an4  Classes jo  ii 
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theUct  upon  the  application  recently  made  to  them  for  pecuniary  aid. 
uHicient  reasons  have  doubtless  existed  to  justify  the  delay  ;  *we 
3  tofi^nnot,  however,  but  view  it  in  its  present  aspect  as. a  subject  of 

^tion|5»jgrGt» 

The  Board  have  adopted  measures  to  have  this  subject  brought 
lore  the  highest  judicatories  of  our  churches,  at  their  next  annu* 
sessions,  and  have  no  doubt  but  some  general  plan  will  be  by 
tiojlffiiem  devised  for  carrying  the  desired  object  into  effect.* 
nto^7  The  money  collected  thus  far  for  Missionary  purposes,  amount- 
itedl  gd,  by  the  last  Report  of  our  Treasurer,  to  the  sum  of  fourteen 
Ifuiidred  and  fifty-three  dollars.  *  *• 

ally^'i  prom  the  sUtenient  that  has  now  been  given,  it  will  appear  that 
lis  Society  has  been  engaged  during  the  past  year,  not-  so  mucb 
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acting  as  in  preparing  for  action. 

est  (^  Froin  the  magnitude  of  the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged,  the 
ftw  "iioressity  of  exciting  a  warm  and  extensive  interest  in  its  behalf, 
thf  ^je  time  occupied  in  exploring  the  roost  promising  regions  of  Misk 
lionary  labor,  in  calling  youth  to  the  Missionary  field,  and  in  rais- 
utt  fig  the  necessary  funds  f^or  their  support,  it  might  be  calculated 
tr['|hat  months  would  elapse.  Months  have  accordingly  elapsed  is 
ignK^reparation.  ‘ 

foi|y  Permit  us,  brethren,  under  these  circumstances,  to  call  your 
ftn<^ttention  once  more  to  the  state  of  the  heathen  and  antichristiaii 
flections  of  our  globe.  Look  at  the  maps  of  Asia,  of  Africa,  of 
ipt|  A!i5erica,  and  even  of  a  part  of  Europe  itself,  and  see  how  far 
W'Uhe  god  of  this  world  has  extended  his  dominion.  Stretch  your 
nental  vision  far  as  it  can  reach,  and  survey'  the  immeasurable 
he  j'lelds  whitening  to  the  harvest!  Behold  nations,  numerous  as  the 
ands  of  the  sea,  rising  into  being,  living  without  God,  and  dying 
h-  |«%vithout  hope  ! 

ng  I  When  we  contemplate  their  situation,  brethren,  we  are  remind- 
it-  i  ed  of  our  own  idolatrous  origin.  Can  we  forget  the  time  when 
“S- ^  our  ancestors  first  saw  the  heralds  of  the  cross? — first  turned  a 
e- 


1^- 


ic 
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listening  ear  to  the  soul-arresting  message  they  delivered,  and  bow¬ 
ed  to  the  overpow’ering  majesty  of  truth  ?  That  ei*a  is  to'  us  memo¬ 
rable  indeed !  Had  not  those  messengers  of  peace  been  willing 
to  land  upon  inhospitable^  shores — to  meet  the  averted  eye — the 
finger  of  saorn — the  scowl  of  bigotry — and  even  the  arm  of  viu- 
d  f  lence  itself,  our  fathers  had,  humanly  speaking,  never  heard  the 
r*  I  Gospel.  Those  who  sent  out  these  men,  acted  in  Christian  char- 
i-  I  acter.  The  command  of  their  Saviour  had  not  only  fallen,  upon 
I  their  ears,  but  had  vibrated  upon  the  chords  of  their  hearts.  And 
*  I  the  Missionaries  themselves,  though  standing,  in  spiritual  things, 
f  on  high  and  sheltered  ground,  yet  when  they  realized  the  state  of 
the  heathen,  and  evidently  saw  them  perishing  in  their  sins — scorn¬ 
ing  mercenary  calculation  and  personal  fear,'  they  nobly  resolved 
to  rescue  them;  of  to  perish  in  the  attempt.  -  -  -  . 

The  causes  which  impelled  them  to  action  still  exist  with'undi- 
minished  force.  '  May  God  now  give  to  the  Church,  by  the  outpour¬ 
ing  of  his  Spirit,  miuds  that  shall  feel,  and  hearts  that  shfilt  beat  in 
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unison  with  theirs.  We  have  no  prophetic  powers,  brethren,  |r 
yet  will  not  hesitate  to  predict,  that  our  Missionary  ^eal  must  rjv 
many  degrees  higher  than  its  present  elevation  before  we  can 
culate  upon  its  extensive  and  powerful  agency  in  the  heathen  wii 
derness.  It  is  consoling,  however,  to  reflect,  that  the  heathen  c 
our  day  are  as  easily  brought  over  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  a 
the  heathen  of  the  apostolic  age.  Having  the  command  of  Qr. 
for  Missionary  efforts,  we  may  certainly  calculate  upon  succeRs, 

All  then  that  appears  necessary  for  the  Church  to  perform,  is 
say  that  these  efforts  shall  be  made. 

We  cannot  close  this  Report  without  making  another  appeal! 
the  Christian  youth  of  our  country. 

What  cause  of  congratulation  would  it  be,  if  God  at  this  ve 
time  should  pour  out  upon  them  a  missionary  spirit!  The  caiil 
of  Missions  in  our  land  is  at  this  moment  pining  for  the  want 
suitable  Missionaries. 

Our  American  youth  have  in  other  concerns,  shown  themselvi 
equal  to  the  most  arduous  undertakings.  The  brows  uf  many  ai|^ 
entwined  with  laurels,  the  reward  of  intrepidity  and  talents  in  t 
tented  field,  or  upon  the  mountain  wave.  And  are  there  none  w 
are  ambitious  of  the  Missionary  crown?  Shall  our  youth  be 
ever  dazzled  with  the  splendor  of  this  world,  and  lose  sight  of  tl 
kingdom  of  God  ? 

Although  our  Eastern  Churches  have  done  something  in  t! 
Missionary  cause  to  redeem  the  American  character,  yet  nothin, 
has  hitherto  been  attempted  in  our  country  that  is  either  proper 
tioned  to  its  population  or  its  means.  y  K 

The  glory  of  this  work,  we  fear,  is  not  suflicienti}'  appreciatcd^ohi 
What  great  and  good  men  think  of  it,  is  well  expressed  in  a  lettd 
written  by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  at  the  commencemen 
of  the  last  century,  to  the  Christian  Missionaries  at  Tanjore.— 

“  Your  province y  brethren,**  said  he,  “  your  office,  I  place  before  al 
dignities  in  the  Church.  Let  others  be  pontiff's,  patriarchs,  and 
popes;  let  them  glitter  in  purple,  in  scarlet,  or  in  gold;  let  tbenu 
seek  the  admiration  of  the  wondering  multitude,  and  receive  obei 
sance  on  the  bended  knee :  ye  have  acquired  a  better  name  than 
they,  and  a  more  sacred  fame ;  and  w^hen  that  day  shall  arrive, 
when  the  Chief  Shepherd  shall  give  to  every  man  according  to 
his  work,  a  greater  reward  shall  be  adjudged  to  you.  Admitted 
into  the  glorious  society  of  the  prophets,  evangelists,  and  apostles, 
ye,  with  them,  shall  shine  like  the  sun  among  the  lesser  stars  in 
the  kingdom  of  your  Father  for  ever.  O  happy  men,  who,  stand¬ 
ing  before  the  tribunal  of  Christ,  shall  exhibit  so  many  natioua  con¬ 
verted  to  his  faith  by  your  preaching!  Happy  men,  to  whom  it 
shall  be  given  to  say  before  the  assembly  of  the  whole  human  race, 

*  Behold  us,  O  Lord,  and  the  children  whom  thou  hast  given  us.*-t- 
Happy  men,  who,  being  justified  by  the  Saviour,  shall  receive  in 
that  day  the  reward  of  your  labors,  and  also  shall  hear  that  glad 
encomium,  ^Well  done,  good  and  Litbful  aervanta,  enter  into 
the  joy  of  your  Lord’.’* 
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The  Board  of  Managers  offer  to  the  Almighty  God  their  fervent 
-jcr,  that  many  such  stars  may  arise,  and  shine  in  the  firmament 
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the  Church,  and  of  the  world.  They  are  encouraged  the  more 
hope  for  such  ah  event,  when  they  consider  how  many  schools 
the  prophets  have  recently  been  reared  in  the  midst  of  us,  and 
bw  many  of  our  youth  are  at  this  moment  preparing  for  the  ser-* 
of  their  Redeemer.  May  the  angel  ffying  through  the  midst 
^  heaven,  having  the  everlasting  Gospel  to  preach  to  them  that 
veil  on  the  earth,  and  to  every  nation,  and  kindred,  and  tongue, 
people,  soon  reach  the  utmost  limits  of  his  destination ;  and 
our  ears  soon  be  saluted  with  the  joyful  sound  from  every  re- 
^on  under  heaven,  of  ^<Now  is  come  salvation  and  strength,  and 
lie  kingdom  of  our  God,  and  the  power  of  his  Christ;” — “The 
iingdoms  of  this  world  are  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord, 
IL  d  of  his  Christ,  and  he  shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever.” 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 

*  PH.  MILLEDOLER,  Cor.  Secretary, 
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^  [  Board  of  Managers^  Elected  I3lh  May,  1818. 

Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.  President;  Robert  Lenox,  Esq. 
^fetcr  Wilson,  L.  L.  D.  Rev.  Ashbel  Green,  D.  D.  Rev.  John  H. 
yiivingston,  D.  D.  Rev.  Alexander  Proudfit,  D.  D.  Vice-Presidents. 
Rev.  Philip  Milledoler,  D.  D.  Cor,  Secretary ;  Zechariah  Lewis, 
ffc.  Secretary;  Divie  Bethune,  Treasurer. 
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Other  Managers. 

Rev.  Edw.  D.  Griffin,  D.  D.  Rev.  James  Richards,  D.  D.  Rev^ 
-  John  B.  Romeyn,  D.  D.  Rev.  Gardiner  Spring,  Rev.  Stephen  N. 
de  Jtowan,  Rev.  R.  B.  E.  McLeod,  and  Messrs.  Rensselaer  Havens, 
er.  John  E.  Caldwell,  Guysbert  B.  Vroom,  Isaac  Heyer,  Henry  Ran- 
kin,  and  John  Borland. 
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By  the  Treasurer’s  account,  it  appears,  that  the  amount  received 
"b  by  him  during  the  past  year  for  the  Society,  for  subscriptions,do- 
n-stions,  and  congregational  collections,  is  -  -  ;j2,752  94 

~  I  And  that  the  amount  expended  is  -  -  -  154  OB 

^  I  Leaving  a  balance  in  his  hands  of 
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Second  Annual  Report. 

I  [Concluded  fh)iii  page  266.]  ‘ 

During  the  past  year  the  Board  have  received  from  England  700 
fjfalic,  200  German,  and  500  ffelsk  Bibles,  bought  of  the'  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  wants 
of  foreigners  in  this  country  who  speak  those  languages.  990  copies 
of  the  Gttlic  Bible  have  been  sent  to  Fayetteville,  in  N.  Carcrliiia^ 
agreeably  to  a  request  made  to  that  effect  by  the  Fayetteville  Bible 
Society.  One  German  Bible  has  been  sold.  The  femainidg  copies 
of  that  importation  are  still  on  hand.  ‘  * 
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During  the  same  period  there  have  been  printed  for  the  Society 
about  nineteen  thousand  Bibles,  chiedy  of  the  6rev{er  12mo. 
making  the  total  number  printed  to  be  29,500. 

or  the  1050  copies  of  the  French  Bible  in  sheets,  presented  last 
year  to  the  Board  by  the  New-York  Bible  Society,  six  hundred 
have  been  sent  to  the  Louisiana  Bible  Society  ior  gratuitous  circu- 
lation  among. the  French  inhabitants  in  that  region ;  and  six  copies 
have  been  delivered  to  an  individual  going  to  Mobile,  iot  gratuitous 
distribution  in  that  place. 

Of  the  stereotype  plates  for  the  French  Bible,  to  be  sent  out  by  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  only  those  of  the  Old  Testament 
have  been  as  yet  received.  The  remainder  are  expected  shortly. 

In  addition  to  the  Scriptures  in  the  French  language  above  meo- 
tioped,  the  Board  have  made,  since  the  last  anniversary,  the  follow¬ 
ing  donations  of  Bibles  in  English,  viz. 

In  June  1817,  100  copies  of  the  Brevier  Bible  were  sent  to  the 
Steuben  County  Bible  Society,  and  one  hundred  to  the  Essex  Coun¬ 
ty  Bible  Society,  for  the  destitute  inhabitants  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
State  of  New-York  ;  in  July,  100  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri  Territory; 
in  September,  100  to  the  Saratoga  Bible  Society,  and  50  to  the 
Bible  Society  of  Adams  and  its  vicinity,  in  Massachusetts  ;  in  No¬ 
vember,  .65  to  the  United  States’  ship  the  John  Adams,  for  its 
crew;  and  100  to  the  Female  Bible  Society  of  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.; 
in  December  £50  to  the  Marine  Bible  Society  of  New-York,  for 
the  supply  of  seamen  from  all  quarters  frequenting  the  neighboring 
pewrts  ;  and  in  January  last,  50  copies  to  the  African  Bible  Society: 
making  in  all  1521  Bibles  gralut/ou^/i/  circulated  by  the  Society  in 
the  course  of  the  past  year.  Many,  more  would  have  been  dis¬ 
tributed  in  the  same  manner  during  that  period,  had  not  the  means 
of  printing  for  the  Society  been  so  limited,  by  the  want  of  suffi¬ 
cient  accommodations,  as  scarcely  to  enable  the  Board,  besides 
making  the  above  grants  of  Bibles,  to  supply  the  increasing  calls  of 
Auxiliary  and  other  Societies  desirous  of  purchasing  them. ,  The 
enlargement  of  its  printing  establishment,  and  the  continuation  of 
the  public  bounty,  will,  it.  is  hoped,  place  the  managers  in  a  situa¬ 
tion,  during'the  coming  year,  to  make  a  more  ample  distribution  of 
the  Scriptures  in  destitute  parts  of  the  land. 

In  consequence  of  sundry  applications  made  to  the  Board,  by 
individuals  and  by  Bodies  other  than  Bible  Societies,  to  obtain  from 
it  copies  of  the  Scriptures  for  gratuitous  circulation,  the  subject  w^as 
maturely  considered  by  the  managers,  and  at  their  meeting  on  the 
19th  of  March  last  the  following  resolution  was  adopted. 

**  Resolved,  that  in  ordinary  cases  occurring  within  the  United 
States,  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  best  interests  of  this  Society  to 
distribute  the  Bible  gratuitously,  except  through  the  medium  of 
Auxiliary  Societies.” 

“  The  managers  embrace  the  opportunity  which  this  notice  af¬ 
fords  them,  of  recommending  the  formation  of  Auxiliary  Societies 
in  all  those  places  where  the  inhabitants  are  destitute  of  the  Bible. 
However  small  these  Auxiliaries  may  be  in  the  number  of  members, 
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and  unable  to  contribute,  for  the  present,  to  the  funds  of  the  Anier- 
ican  Bible  Society,  they  may  still  be  the  depositories  and  distribu¬ 
tors  of  the  Bjbles  which  the  Managers  may  deem  proper  to  afford 
Uiena  gratuitously.” 

The  number  of  Bibles  issued  from  the  depository  in  the  course  of 
the  past  year  is  17,594;  which)  added  to  those  mentioned  in  the 
year  preceding  (6410)  make  the  total  number  issued  by  the  Socie¬ 
ty  since  its  organization  to  be  twenty  four  thousand  and  four  Bibles. 

The  above  have  been  distributed  in  nearly  every  state  and  terri¬ 
tory  of  the  Union. 

Of  the  six  sets  of  stereotype  plates  cast  for  the  Society,  the  cor¬ 
rection  of  only  two  sets,  of  the  octavo  size,  .has  been  completed. 
The  first  set  of  the  minion  typt^  duodecimo^  will  soon  be  finished; 
and  an  edition  of  2000  copies  of  the  Bible  to  be  printed  thereon 
may  be  expected  out  in  the  course  of  the  next  month. 

Ill  addition  to  the  very  respectable  list  of  Auxiliaries  to  the  So¬ 
ciety,  mentioned  in  the  first  Annual  Report,  the  Board  have  the 
^tisfaction  to  state  tiiat  during  the  past  yenr seventy  three  Societies 
have  officially  announced  their  accession  ;  twenty  four  of  which  ex¬ 
isted  before  the  establishment  of  the  JS^alional  Society,  and  forty  nine 
were  formed  since.  The  above,  togetker  with  thoae  mentioned  ia 
the  last  Report,  make  the  total  number  of  Auxiliaries  to, the  A- 
merican  Bible  Society,  as  now  known,  to  be  07ie  hundred  and ffiy 
sesjen. 

The  managers  also  acknowledge,  with  gratitude  the  receipt  of 
5865  47  from  Congregational  collections  made  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Society,  in  answer  to  their  application. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Managers  it  was  determined,  that 
all  the  Members  of  the  Convention  which  formed  the  American  Bi- 
j  ble  Society,  should  be  constituted  Directors  for  life  ;  in  addition  to 
which,  eleven  persons  during  the  year  have  been  made  Directors 
for  life,  by  contributions  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each  ;  and 
by  contributions  of  thirty  dollars  each,  either  by  themselves,  their 
friends  or  congregations,  one  hiindrexl  and  seventy  four  persons* 
have  in  the  same  period  been  constituted  wei/ibcrs  forl^e,' 

The  managers  have  directed  the  extension  of  their,  correspon¬ 
dence  to  all  the  foreign*National* Bible  Societies. 

Trom  the  Russian  Bible  Society  they  have  received  a  copy.of  its 
Reports,  accompanied  with  several  copies  of  Bibles  and  portions  of 
Scripture  published  by  that  Society  in  various  languages  of.  the  Rus¬ 
sian  Empire,  together  with  sundry  other  documents. 

From  thcsei  Reports  and  documents  it  appears,  that  this  Society 
is  treading  close  in  the  steps  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  So¬ 
ciety,  and  hids'fair  to  be  more  extensively  useful  to  mankind  than 
any  similar  institution  on  the  Eastern- Continent.  It  is.  patronised 
by  the  Emperor  with  distinguished  liberality  and  by  his  nobles  and 
the  dignitaries  of  the  church  w'ith  uncommon  union.  It  thirty 
two  Auxiliaries  in  the  prominent  parts  of  the  empire,  and  has  print¬ 
ed,  or  ordered  to  be  printed,  two.  hundred  and  sevemty  thousand 
Bibles,  and  Uvo  hundred  and  eighty  two  thousand  New  TestamentSi 
No.  18.  St 
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in  the  followTng  languages  and  dialects,  viz.  the  Calmuc,  Armenian, 
Finnish,  German,  Polish,  French,  Sclavonian,  Dnrpatian-Estho« 
nian,  Reval  Esthonian,  Lettonian,  Persian,  Georgian,  Samogatian, 
Ancient  Greek,  Modern  Greek,  Moldavian  and  Tartar.  Consider¬ 
ing  the  extent  of  the  empire,  and  its  present  political  influence  up¬ 
on  the  old  world,  it  is  a  matter  of  thankfulness  and  joy  to  all  who 
love  the  Bible,  that  the  operations  of  this  Society  are  carried  on 
with  so  much  zeal  and  success. 

With  the  Bible  Society  of  the  JVetherlands  their  correspondence 
has  embraced  no  public  business,  and  extends,  as  yet,  only  to  ex¬ 
pressions  of  kindness  and  good  will.  ’ 

The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  transmitted  a  complete 
set  of  its  versions  ;  a  detailed  view  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed. 

The  thirteenth  Annual  Report  contains  an  astonishing  variety  of 
matter,  including  intelligence  from  ail  quarters  of  the  globe,  de¬ 
monstrating  the  extent  to  which  its  beneficial  influence  hss  reached  ; 
introducing  to  our  knowledge  and  notice  associations  of  every  kin¬ 
dred,  and  nation,  and  tongue,  rising  up  to  lend  their  aid  in  the 
mighty  w’ork  of  subduing,  by  means  of  the  BibU,  the  whole  world 
to  the  obedience  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  managers  are  at  a  loss  to 
express  themseivts  with  propriety  in  regard  to  this  stupendous  In¬ 
stitution.  Resistance  adds  new  strength  to  its  operations,  and. ex¬ 
penditure  new  contributions  to  ils  treasury.  It  goes  on  with  in¬ 
creasing  vigor  in  diffusing  its  blessings;  and  the  managers  of  the 
American  Bible  Society  can  only  subjoin  their  hearty  God  Spepd.— ^ 
A  selection  from  its  printed  correspondence  they  cannot  refuse 
themselves  nor  the  Christians  of  the  United  ^tates  the  pleasure  of 
appending  to  their  present  Report. 


DBSCRIPTION  BY  A  MAHOMETAN  OF  A  SATf,  OR  BURNING  OF  A  WIDOW. 


.  From  the  Asiatic  Register, 


The  circumstance  recently  took  place  near  Commillah.  A  niece 
of  the  late  Rajah  of  Tipperah  was  the  object  in  question.  About 
4  o’clock  in  the  evening  I  went  to  the  place  pointed  out  for  the  sac¬ 
rifice  ;  soon  after  which  the  procession  made  its  appearance  to  the 
sound  of  martial  music  ;  upon  a  cot  (such  as  in  general  is  made  use 
of  by  Europeans)  appeared  the  corpse  at  full  length,  elegantly 
dressed  in  the  finest  muslin,  having  his  face  painted  after  the  man¬ 
ner  of  the  Rajputs,  and  a  star  made  of  numerous  colored  threads 
and  small  thin  pieces  of  bamboo,  about  the  size  of  a  thick  darning 
needle,  attached  to  his  ears.  Upon  the  same  cot,  in  a  reclining  pos¬ 
ture,  was  his  wife,  most  superbly  dressed  in  muslin  and  fine  clothes  ; 
her  hair  was  loose  and  encircled  in  various  wreaths  of  yellow  flow¬ 
ers,  having  rings  of  pure  gold  in  her  ears  and  nose,  and  upon  her 
wrists  and  ancles  were  rings  of  pure  silver.  Numerous  attempts 
were  made  by  her  relations,  and  by  myself,  to  dissuade  her  from 
the  rash  step  she  was  about  to  make,  but  all  to  no  purpose.  At 
length,  the  night  fast  approaching,  various  culis  were  employed  to 
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dig  a  hole  in  the  ground,  which  was  made  in  the  form  of  a  cross  ( 
during  the  making  of  which  she  repeatedly  made  inquiries  as  to  its 
exactness.  ^  Having  satisfied  herself  upon  this  subject,  she  then 
observed  that  there  was  not  a  sufficiency  of  wood  to  keep  tip  a 
large  fire  till  day-light,  and  then  directed  her  confessor  (a  Brahmin) 
to  get  for  her  seven  Supari  trees  ;  which  being  brought,  she  then 
expressed  a  wish  to  have  the  ceremony  commenced  ;  she  then  de* 
scended  from  the  cot,  placed  a  number  of  cowries  in  a  cloth,  which 
she  distributed  only  to  her  own  caste,  repeating  a  short  sentence 
from  the  Vedas,  and  receiving  for  answer  the  words  Ram,  Hori, 
Ram,  Krishno,  Hori.  She  was  then  bathed,  and  walked  around 
Che  funeral  pile  (which  was  about  six  feet  long  and  four  broad)  three 
times,  and  was  again  bathed;  she  then  distributed  her  wearing  ap¬ 
parel,  but  retained  all  her  ornaments  ;  again  walked  four  tim(^ 
(in  all  seven)  round  the  pile,  and  was  again  bathed  ;  she  then  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  pile  and  spoke  to  her  female  relations,  recommending 
their  following  her  example,  (as  I  was  afterwards  told,)  desired  a 
Brahmin  to  give  her  a  black  pigeon,  and  resolutely  stepped  upon 
the  pile.  The  corpse  of  her  deceased  husband  was  then  brought 
and  placed  close  to  her,  which  she  clasped  in  her  arms  and  kissed,; 
then  desired  the  friends  to  make  no  delay,  and  retired  to  rest-^-tb 
rest,  1  may  safely  say,  as  upon  feeling  her  pulse  before  the  fire 
was  communicated,  I  could  not  perceive  the  least  motion  in  it.-— 
Fire  was  then  communicated  to  the  pile  amidst  loud  shouts  from 
the  spectators,  the  music  playing  the  whole  time  ;  and  although  the 
fiame  was  very  bright,  yet  for  a  time  it  was  completely  bidden 
from  the  sight  by  showers  of  short  bamboos  which  were  ^  thrown 
into  it  by  the  by-standers,  both  Hindoos  and  Mussulraen.  The  Sati 
was  a  most  beautiful  woman,  very  fair,  and  having  a  countenance 
somewhat  resembling  the  Chinese.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  I  retired 
filled  with  sensations  of  a  nature  not  the  most  enviable.  The  sight 
was  altogether  in  the  words  of  the  poet, 

*  Sublimely  grand  and  awfully  terrific.* 

MIKZA  KAZBEM. 

Tipperahf  SOth  December  1816. 


FROM  tHE  BOSTON  RECORDER. 

FOREIGN  MISSION  SCHOOL. 

,  Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Rev,  Chauncey  Lee^  to  hts  friend  in  the 
vicinity  of  Boston^  dated  Colehrook,  Con.  May  1818. 

The  Foreign  Mission  School  established  at  Cornwall,  comraenc- 
.ed  operations  a  year  since,  under  very  favorable  auspices.  It  has 
hitherto  been  instructed  by  Mr.  Edwin  W.  Dwight,  of  Stockbridge, 
a  candidate  for  the  ministry.  It  has  much  interested  the  feelings 
of  the  religious  public,  as  far  as  a  thorough  knowledge  of  it  has'ex- 
^  tended;  and  liberal  donations  have  been  made  among  the  towns 
and  congregations  in  this  vicinity,  in  the  various  necessaries  of  life, 

I  for  the  support  of  its  members  ;  as  they  are^  w  holly  dependant  on 
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charity,  except  what  they  can  earn  by  their  own  labor,  in  workir>^csin 
one  day  in  the  week  in  the  winter,  and  two  in  the  summer. 

‘number  has  increased  to  17  ;  of  whom  six  are  natives  of  Owhyhee 
and  the  other  Sandwich  Islands ;  two  have  lately  been  receiv 
from  Otahcite  ;  two  are  aboriginal  natives;  two  from  the  East  h 
dies;  and  two  Chinese.  Three  pious  New-England  youth  areal 
members  of  the  school,  who  are  learning  the  language  of  Owh^ 
hee,  and  preparing  themselves  fur  the  same  mission,  to  go  wit 
the  first  that  shall  be  sent.  About  half  a  dozen  of  them  are  pio 
Their  improvement  has  been  rapid  :  and  evinces  both  genius  u 
application.  Some  ‘  of  them  have  already  bec(»me  good  Kngit 
scholars — h.ave  acquired  the  knowledge  of  English  Grammar,  ilea 
ins:,  Penmanship,  Arithmetic  and  Geography.  1  attended  thi 
first  annual  examination  on  Tuesday  of  last  w'eek,  and  w*as  not 
little  gratified  with  their  exercises.  On  the  day  following,  was  th 
inauguration  of  the  Rev.  Herman  Daggett,  as  principal  of  the  in 
stitution.  He  is  a  worthy  man,  and  a  man  of  science,  and  has  hac  ^ 
long  experience  in  the  business  of  instruction.  An  occasion  so  ne\^  ^are 
and  interesting,  collected  a  concourse  of  people.  A  very  appro  us. 
priate  and  animating  discourse  was  then  delivered  by  Rev.  Mr  the 
Harvey,  of  Goshen,  from  Psalm  20,  5,  hi  the  name  of  our  God,  tali 
icetvUlset  up  our  banner.  After  the  sermon,  Mr.  Daggett  was  in 
ducted  into  office,  and  delivered  an  appropriate  and  evangelical  ad 
dress.  This  was  followed  by  an  affectionate  valedictory  from  Mr 
Dwight,  to  his  pupils  ;  and  a  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Chapin. 

The  exhibitions  of  the  pupils  followed.  An  English  declama-1  co' 
tion  was  spoken  by  Simon  Annanet^  an  aboriginal  from  Canada  be 
and  another  w’ith  much  animation  and  correctness  by  George  7a--  shi 
morree,  A  dialogue  w’hs  then  spoken  in  the  Owhyhee  language,  by 
four  of  the  Owhyliee  youths,  with  animation  and  propriety. — 
Thomas  Hopoo^  who  had  a  part  in  the  dialogue,  closed  the  per-} 
formance  with  an  address:  It  was  introduced  in  the  most  striking! 
manner.  After  two  of  his  companions  had  sung  one  of  the  rude,  ^ 
barbarous  songs  of  Owhyhee,  of  which  I  can  give  you  no  ade-  ^ 
quate  description,  Hopoo,  who  is  a  professor  of  religion,  broke  out; 
in  the  folloxving  tender  and  animated  apostrophe  to  the  audience.  it 
S«ich,  (pointing  to  the  two  singers)  my  dear  Christian  friends,  >  p 

are  the  highest  amusements  of  Owhyhee:  these  are  the  sublimest  Is 

joys  my  poor  ignorant  countrymen  can  boast.  They  know  nothing ;  tl 
of  that  God  who  made  the  world,  nor  of  that  Saviour  who  died  i  a 
to  redeem  it ;  They  worship  dumb  idols,  and  chaunt  their  stupid  |  c 
hosannas  to  gods  of  wood  and  stone.  O  pity  them — pray  for  them  '  f 
and  send  them  the  gospel.  They  are  daily  perishing  for  the  want  t 
of  those  blessings  you  enjoy.  Divine  Providence  has  cast  ub  upon 
your  shores,  and  upon  the  arras  of  your  charity.  The  fruits  of  i 

your  benevolence  we  have  richly  shared,  and  we  humbly  thank  l 

.  you.  Our  bodily  wants  have  been  bountifully  supplied  by  your 
liberality  ;  and  by  your  kind  instruction  and  prayers,  we  are  made 
acquainted  with  the  Saviour,  and  our  souls  have  been  fed  with 
bread  of  life,  which  came  down  from  heaven.  We  burn  with 
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Icsirc  indue  return  and  impart  it  to  our  poor  ignorant  coun¬ 

try  men.”  In  this  pathetic  strain,  and  tenderly  noticing  the  Uie 
uenled  death  of  their  beloved  and  pious  Ohookiah^  he  coutiniKKl 
address  about  15  minutes.  Every  heart  beat  high  with  syiujui- 
helic  emotions,  and  every  eye  was  streaming.  The  impression 
vas  altogether  irresistible.  The  exercises  closed  with  a  liberal  con- 
bution  lor  the  school. 

My  mind  was  lurcihly  struck  with  a  sentiment  advanced  by  Mr. 
arvey  in  his  sermon.  The  thought  was  new,  and  appeared  j.ro- 
)hetic.  1  can  quote  only  his  thoughts  : — “  Tliis  institution  thv»ugh 
pen  generally  for  all  heathen  youth  of  good  promise,  is  yet  partic- 
larly  and  principally  designed  for  evangelizing  the  natives  of  O- 
liyiiee,  and  the  »»tlier  Sandwich  islands.  This  field  of  missionary 
tbor,  is  evidently  reserved  and  designated  by  Divine  Pigvidence, 
or  the  missionaries  of  America  :  The  Society  Islands  far  south, 
the  British  missionaries  for  years  past  have  occupied,  and  lately 
with  glorit»us  success;  The  Sandwich  Islands,  nearly  west  from  us, 
are  yet  unoccupied  with  missions,  and  are  evidently  reserved  for 
us.  Mas,  that  we  are  so  tardy  in  our  operations.  But  the  hea¬ 
thens  of  those  islands  are  to  be  given  to  Christ,  by  our  instrumen¬ 
tality.  Btit  we  stop  not  here.  This  is  but  the  stepping  stone  to 
our  extended  missionary  enterprize.  The  conversion  of  Ovvhyhee 
willvbe  but  the  dawn  of  a  still  brighter  day.  These  islands  will 
form  a  missionary  station  ;  and  a  depot  of  gospel  blessings,  to  the 
immense  savage  population, on  the  western  shore  of  the  American 
continent ;  to  the  highest  habitable  latitude.  .  Owhyhee  will  be  our 
best  route  to  our  western  brethren  :  and  we  will  meet  them,'  and 
shake  hands  at  the  foot  of  the  White  Mountains.” 

Yours,  kc.  CHAUNCEY  LEE. 


BENEFIT  OF  RELIGIOUS  INTELLIGENCE. 

Extract  of  a  Utter  fr^m  a  young  gentleman  at  Ptnckneyvtlle,  MUsu- 
sippi,  to  the  Editor  of  the  Weekly  Recorder^  dated  April  1 1/A,  .1 8 1 8. 

“Dear  Sir — I  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  rendering  you 
my  hearty  thanks  for  the  pains  you  have  taken  to  render  your  pa¬ 
per  useful.  It  is  all  the, comfortable  company  I  have  bad  for  the 
last  fifteen  months,  besides  my  God  and  my  Bible.  You  can  have 
the  consolatory  reflection  that  you  have  been  warning,  encouraging, 
and  instructing  a  fellow  sinner — a  youth,  cut  off  from  his  friends, 
exposed  to  strong  temptations,  and  deprived  of  access  to  the  public 
ordinances  of  the  Gospel.  How  many  such  may  be  experiencing 
the  good  effects  of  your  exertions ! 

“This  portion  of  the  U.  States  has  long  been  notorious  for  im¬ 
morality.  It  is  not  improbable  that  it  may,  at  no  distant  period, 
merit  a  very  different  character.  The  Legislature  of  this  State 
passed  a  law  at  their  late  session,  requiring  all  peace  officers  to  come 
under  a  solemn  oath  to  enforce  the  penal  laws  of  the  state,  espe¬ 
cially  as  regards  Sabbath-breaking,  profanity,  drunkenness,  gain- 
bJing,  Sic.  and  1  am  informed  that  they, hare  engaged  in  the^dis- 
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charge  of  Iheir  duty  with  the  most  exemplary  rigor.  Where  mer¬ 
chandise  WHS  openly  vended  to  crowds  of  customers  on  the  Sab- 
bath,  only  a  few  weeks  ago,  business  on  that  day  is  now  complete¬ 
ly  suspended  ;  and  where  profanity  never  before  suffered  the  least 
check,  an  oath  is  now  scarcely  ever  heard.  The  change  has  been 
effected  so  suddenly,  and  it  is  so  general,  that  it  is  a  matter  of.  as¬ 
tonishment  to  every  one  ;  and  what  is  more  astonishing,  even  those 
most  addicted  to  these  vices  not  only  acquiesce  in  the  new  order 
of  things  without  murmuring,  but  applaud  the  rigor  with  which  the 
law  is  enforced.  Can  this  last  ?  1  fear  not,  unless  God  is  preparing 
the  way  for  some  remarkable  out-pouring  of  his  Spirit.  .But  how 
is  the  dearth  of  religious  instruction  to  be  remedied  ?  Cannot  some 
of  your  henevolent  sockths  answer 

FROM  THE  BOSTON  RECORDER. 

REMARKABLE  CONV^ERSION. 

Ifs  an  account  of  a  revival  of  religion  in  De  Kalb,  N.  Y.  written 
by  Rev.  James  Johnson,  and  published  in  the  Panoplist  of  May  last, 
the  following  remarkable  instance  of  conversion  is  related  : 

Among  the  subjects  of  this  work  are  some  of  the  most  dissolute 
in  morals,  and  dangerous  in  principles.  1  will  give  a  single  instance. 
Gen.  B.  w’as  a  man  of  liberal  education,  and  brilliant  talents.  lie 
had  amassed  a  Lrge  estate,  enjoyed  all  the  honors  the  town  could 
bestow  upon  him,  and,  received  the  appointment  of  General  in  the 
late  war.  He^lost  his  property,  and  on  returning  from  the  service 
he  gave  himself  up 'to  complete  dissipation,  and  became  confirmed 
in  the  principles  of  deism.  When  the  late  work  commenced,  he 
was  most  violently  opposed.  After  a  few  weeks,  when  exulting  in 
his  deisticul  principles  w  hile  w  alking  alone,  supposing  he  bad  foLnd 
an  argument  that  would  overthrow  Christianity,  he  was  instantly 
thrown  into  a  state  of  profound  darkness;  his  system  was  gone, 
and  his  sins  w  ere  set  in  order  before  him.  To  use  his  ow  n  words. 
He  looked  dowm,  and  destruction  whs  uncovered,  as  dark  as  black¬ 
ness  itself;  he  looked  before  him,  and  his  sins  rose  like  moun¬ 
tains  on  mountains,  till  they  reached  the  heavens,  and  above  them, 
he  saw  an  angry  God  frowning  upon  his  soul.  Soon  after,  in  a  pub¬ 
lic  conference,  he  made  the  most  humble  confession,  and  entreat¬ 
ed  the  prayers  of  God’s  people,  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  live  in 
new  obedience.  He  said,  when  he  set  out  in  the  world,  his  object 
was  to  make  money,  and  he  had  made  it ;  hut  it  gave  him  no  satb- 
fuction  ;  he  sought  for  honor,  and  bad  obtained  it ;  hut  it  afforded  him 
no  enjoyment ;  he  had  sought  for  pleasure,  and  had  sunk  down  into 
beastly  dissipation  ;  but  it  was  vexation  of  spirit.  He  soon  obtain¬ 
ed  a  hope,  that  through  Christ  his  sins  were  forgiven,  and  has  since 
Ainited  with  the  church.  When  he  appeared  before  the  church  to  \ 
relate  his  experience,  though  he  could  command  an  army,  and  lead  ] 

them  to  battle  without  dismay,  he  was  pale,  he  trembled,  and  his  | 

voice  almost  failed. him.  He  is  a  pillar  in  the  church,  and  as  yet, 
his  path  is  Uie  rising  light,  shining  more  and  more. 
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A.  BIBLE  SOCIETY  DISSOLVED  ! 

In  the  Ohio  Federalist  of  the  30th  ult.  we  find  an  advertise¬ 
ment,  stating  that  at  a  late  meeting  of  the  St.  Clairsville  Bible  So¬ 
ciety,  it  was  deemed  advisable  by  the  members  present,  to  transmit 
to  the  American  Bible  Society  their  funds,  and  “  decline  anyfur* 
(her  operational  We  know  not  what  circumstances  have  led  to 
this  extraordinary  step,  or  w  hat  apology  for  it  can  be  offered  by 
the  members.  But  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  they  will  justify  them¬ 
selves,  unless  they  can  show  that  they  are  too  poor  to  contribute 
any  thing  more  to  promote  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures,  or  that 
all  the  destitute  have  already  been  supplied  with  Bibles.  There  seems 
to  be  ground  of  sincere  regret,  that  an  example  which  ought  not  to 
be  imitated  should  be  any  where  exhibited,  and  more  especially  in 
the  fertile  and  favored  state  of  Ohio,  which  ought  to  be  distin- 
f^uished  by  her  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God.  We  hope  very  shortly 
to  hear  of  the  resuscitation  and  renewed  operation  of  the  St.  Clairs¬ 
ville  Bible  Society,  or  the  establishment  of  another  in  its  place  on 
a  more  stable  foundation.  Chillicothe  Recorder. 

FROM  THE  RELIGIOUS  INTELLIGENCER. 

THE  MARINERS’  CHURCH. 

A  VERY  respectable  meeting  has  been  holden  in  the  city  ofNew- 
York,  and  some  important  measures  adopted,  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  funds  for  the  erection  of  a  house  of  public  worship  for  the 
exclusive  benefit  of  seamen  who  may  visit  that  port.  A  very  able 
and  feeling  address  to  the  benevolent,  is  in  circulation,  and  subscrip¬ 
tions  have  been  taken  up.  A  similar  plan  has  been  adopted  in  Lon¬ 
don,  in  which  the  benevolent  of  all  denominations  have  united.  A 
vessel  of  about  400  tons  has  been  purchased  and  fitted  up,  which  is 
capable  of  ac-  commodating  from  7  to  800  hearers.  There  is  some-f 
thing  novel  and  interesting  in  this  new  invention  of  a  floating  meet¬ 
ing-house,  in  which  the  Gospel  will  be  preached  to  this  worthy,  but 
hitherto  neglected  class  of  men,  on  their  own  element.  It  evinces, 
however,  that  the  spirit  of  Christian  benevolence  which  has  gone 
forth,  will  “  encompass  sea  and  land,”  “  and  become  all  things  to  all 
men,”  until  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  shall  cover  the  whole  earth. 

SABBATH  SCHOOLS. 

A  Sabbath  School  was  established  in  the  meeting-house  of  the 
Union  Religious  Society  of  Braintree  and  IVeymouth^  on  the  last 
Sabbath  in  May,  when  about  one  hundred  children  were  present. 
They  were  divided  into  small  classes  and  placed  under  the  care  of 
two  superintendants  and  a  proper  number  of  instructors.  The 
number  has  since  increased,  and  the  proficiency  of  the  children  is 
really  encouraging,  large  portions  of  catechism  and  Scripture  have 
been  committed  to  memory.  We  however  think  it  far  more  im¬ 
portant  that  the  understanding  should  be  informed,  than  the  memo¬ 
ry  overburdened,  and  consequently  recommend  pruper  caution  to 
instructors  to  use  all  due  means  to  effect  this  desirable  eod.” 


2^^  PASniOKAHtB  AMUSEMENTS. 

FASHIONABLE  AMUSEMENTS. 

The  following  resolution  of  the  Convention  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  of  Virginia,  lately  assembled  at  Winchester,  is 
furnished  for  publication  by  the  Secretary  of  tiie  Coii\ention,  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  the  earliest  information  upon  the  subject, 
which  is  considered  interesting  and  important. 

In  Convention,  May  22,  1818. 

Whereas  differences  of  opinion  prevail  as  to  certain  fashionable 
Amusements  ;  and  it  appears  desirable  to  many,  that  the  sense  of 
tile  Convention  should  he  expressed  concerning  them  ;  the  Con¬ 
tention  does  hereby  declare  its  opinion  that  Gaming,  attending  on 
Theatres,  Public  Balls,  and  Horse-racing,  should  be  relinquished 
by  all  communicants  of  this  church,  as  having  the  bad  effects  of 
staining  the  purity  of  the  Christian  character — of  giving  offence  to 
their  pious  brethren — and  of  endangering  their  own  salvation  by 
their  rushing,  voluntarily,  into  those  temptations  against  which  they 
implore  the  protection  of  their  heavenly  Father:  and  this  Con¬ 
vention  cherishes  the  hope  that  this  expression  of  its  opinion,  will 
he  sufficient  to  produce  conformity  of  conduct  and  unanimity  of 
opinion  among  all  the  members  of  our  communion. 

The  above  is  a  true  extract  from  the  proceedings. 

WM.  MUNFORD, 
Secretary  to  the  Conventiom, 

Alexandria,  May  26,  1818. 

Mr.  Stockton  acknowledges  with  gratitude,  the  token  of 
respect  shewn  him  by  a  number  of  Ladies  in  his  Congregation, 
by  presenting  him  with  the  sum  requisite  to  constitute  him  a  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  American  Bible  Society  during  life.  They  have  bis 
most  sincere  desires  that  the  consolations  of  the  Bible  may  be 
theirs. 

Skaneatelea,  Jvdy  6,  1818. 


THE  EVANGELICAL  RECORDER, 

n'prBLlfBCD  WEEKLY,  flT  THE  TILLAGE  OF  ACBCRir,  V.  T. 
UIIDER  THE  SPECIAL  DIBECTION  OP  THE 

REV.  DIRCK  C.  LANSING. 

T.  M.  SKINNER,  PRINTER. 

Tkrmb. — ^Twe  Dollars  and- Fifty  Cents  per  annnni,  payable  quarterly  m 
advance.  Those  who  procure  six  sabecriberg  and  become  responsible,  shall 
>  be’ allowed  one  volume  gratii. 


